
1 
 

2013 – 2014 TOWN OF SMITHFIELD APPEARANCE COMMISSION 

PROPOSED PLAN OF WORK 

 

The following lists Plan of Work components for each of the points in the Appearance 
Commission’s Mission: 
 

I. Fostering Neighborhood Pride 
a. Assist neighborhood groups, churches, and civic clubs desiring to hold clean-up 

and appearance related activities, by coordinating use of Town assets, 
equipment, as well as public announcements of such events.  Emphasis will be 
on determining organizations interested in participating in the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation Litter Sweep or similar events. 

b. Encourage neighborhood, church, and community groups to apply for funding 
from the Josephine B. George Beautification Fund for neighborhood projects. 

c. Review of procedures to prevent commercial sites and buildings under transition 
to new land uses from becoming eyesores. 
 

II. Promoting and disseminating “best management practices”, that are good examples 
of enhancing community appearance for residential, commercial, and public sites: 

a. Focus on the Town sign upkeep and replacement to set good examples. 
b. Identify sites to encourage the Crepe Myrtle tree planting in all new commercial 

and recreational landscaping.  Continue to aggressively support the Donate-A- 
Tree program implemented in 2010.  

c. Support upgrade of pedestrian access connectivity within the Town, with 
particular emphasis on completing one block per year of sidewalk improvements 
within the historic “sidewalk grid” neighborhoods for both appearance and full 
access to citizens of diverse mobility. 

d. Support completion of accessible sidewalk ramps on all corners and street 
crossings with the sidewalk grid. 

e. Continue to sponsor the Appearance Commission through the development and 
disbursement of the new Appearance Commission brochure.  Identify new areas 
to place the brochures in order to enhance the Commission’s mission. 
 

III. Acknowledge achievement and excellence of citizens in fulfilling the purposes of the 
Appearance Commission: 

a. Partner with the Smithfield-Selma Chamber of Commerce and Downtown 
Smithfield Development Corporation in recognizing excellence in property 
appearance. 
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IV. Showcase natural and architectural beauty: 
a. Review the status of Town public cemeteries appearance, evaluating the need 

for buffers with adjacent properties in order to preserve the intended tranquil, 
respectful cemetery setting.  Make recommendations for appearance 
enhancement using the Cemetery Endowment Fund. 

b. Investigate, select, and install Market Street Tree Lighting. 
 

V. Encourage appealing projects:  community entrances, seasonal or holiday decorations, 
and signage: 

a. Continue to implement the Entranceway Beautification Program, specially US 70 
West Business, focusing on cost sharing where commercial property owners will 
volunteer to install commercial street yard landscaping. 

b. Partner with the Greater Smithfield-Selma Chamber of Commerce appearance 
subcommittee effort in completing the entryway at exits #97 and #95. 

c. Purchase and install additional Christmas decorations for Downtown Smithfield 
on the new Neuse River Bridge on Market Street. 

d. Complete the entrance beautification project for US 70 Business West from the 
New Neuse River Bridge to HWY 210 intersection, in conjunction with the new 
Neuse River Bridge and DOT “Enhancement” plan. 

e. Consider accepting donations of public tree easements along entryway corridors 
in existing commercial properties; properties that predate the town-wide 
commercial street yard landscaping requirements for new commercial 
development. 

f. Investigate, design, and install Public Art Projects at the Smithfield Crossings 
Roundabout. 

g. Assist the Johnston Community College Fine Arts Department with the 
implementation of their proposed Art Project on US 70 East Business. 

h. Design and purchase new Downtown Banners.  Existing ones need replacement. 
i. Investigate the development of a new Wayfinding Decorative Informational and 

Directional signage program for Smithfield. 
 

VI. Encourage well planned, coordinated tree planting, preservation, and maintenance 
throughout  the Town: 

a. Promote use of Crepe Myrtle planting, to the greatest extent feasible, in all new 
landscaping within the Town zoning limits, in keeping with the Crepe Myrtle 
being the official “Town Tree”. 

b. Continue the highly successful Donate-A-Tree program, and planning the 
proposed enhancement of all Town Right-of-ways.  Add enhancements to 
Brogden Road, US 301 South, US 70 Business West entrances.  Develop plan for 
future locations as donations are received. 

c. Implement the Public Tree Care Regulation adopted in 2006, by: 
i. Informing Town Staff of the procedure for review by the 

Commission of all regulated trees in public spaces prior to 
the removal of any trees covered by the regulation. 
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ii. Conducting tree removal reviews in a timely manner 
iii. Publishing the inventory of public street trees and other public 

trees in Smithfield. 
iv. Initiating preparation of the official street tree species list. 

d. Design and install new landscaping at the Hastings House. 
e. Design, select, and install new trees along Market Street from Fourth Street to 

Brightleaf Boulevard.  
 

VII. Reviewing and advising the Town Council, or the Town Department designated by the 
Council, as to the appearance of publicly owned or maintained property and spaces: 

a. Request involvement in the landscaping and appearance related construction 
related to: 

i. Town Commons to Community Park Greenway along Buffalo Creek by 
installing remaining benches and trash receptacles.  
 

VIII. Reviewing and advising the Planning Department as to compliance with the Town’s 
ordinances regarding sanitation, public works, housing, and other regulations 
affecting the community’s appearance: 

a. Continue to hold monthly review of Special Use Plans and other appearance 
related review requests for the Town Management and Staff. 
 

IX. Discourage Litter and Blight through: 
a. Partnering with Keep Johnston County Beautiful in public education and cleanup 

efforts. 
b. Submit requests to Town Staff for review of compliance with appearance related 

ordinances and regulations. 
 

 


